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11/01/2013 

To:  All Choose Youth Partners. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Choose Youth Meeting February 6th Unite House, 128 Theobald’s Road, Holborn London, 1pm start 

Please make every effort to attend this meeting. The situation facing young people and their Youth Services is beyond 

comprehension. Our campaign has and can made a difference and has given some hope to young people where none 

has existed and it has been a beacon in the defence of essential services. Our regional meetings, rallies, lobby of 

parliament and publicity have raised the profile and importance of youth services as never before in the service’s 

history. Yet so much more remains to be done if services are to be saved let alone rebuilt for the future in a renewed 

form. 

When we met in December there was a great sense of urgency amongst partners and a strong feeling that we should 

all get together at an AGM type meeting to review our work, agree a manifesto and elect some responsible officers. 

I would like to make this special appeal that you ensure your organisation is represented at this meeting. 

Subject to agreement on the day I would suggest the following agenda. 

1 Review of work to date 

2 Agreement of manifesto 

3 Future work 

4 Election of officers: Suggested roles: Chair, Campaigns/Events Organiser, Secretary, Press and publicity, 

Fund raiser/Treasurer 

In relation to the manifesto. Firstly I hope you can encourage wide discussion on it in advance of the meeting. 

Secondly, this is the fourth draft we have discussed and we did agree that we need to finalise and launch something 

from this meeting. Thirdly, we should not underestimate the damage done over the last two years to the Youth Service 

and the practice of youth work. Fourthly, existing funding and organisational and legal arrangements for the Youth 

Service have not prevented the demolition of youth services in many parts of the country with the latest casualty of this 

destruction likely to be both youth and play services in Newcastle.   

Finally, in the history of the Youth Service the campaigning of the King George Jubilee Committee led by what is now 

NCVYS and the Union led to the creation of the Albemarle settlement and the modern Service. The National Youth and 

Community Work Alliance of the nineties led by the Union and the voluntary sector again prevented the excesses of the 

Thatcher cuts. We now have more partners and a bigger coalition than ever, we should be able to move forward if we 

have a clear rational demand in the manifesto. But time is not on our side. 

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

 

Doug Nicholls, 

Chair, Choose Youth 


