
Tracey Crouch MP 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 

100 Parliament Street 

London 

SW1A 2BQ. 

 

20th November 2017. 

 

Ref: ‘Civil Society Strategy’ ministerial statement, dated 16 November 2017 

Dear Tracey Crouch, 

 

You may appreciate that the Institute for Youth Work (IYW) as an organisation has the 

interests of young people and youth work at its heart and following your ministerial 

statement re: ‘Civil Society Strategy’ dated 16 November 2017 we are seeking assurances 

about the value of young people and youth work to yourself and your department. 

Understandably, the IYW felt that a dedicated youth policy built upon the voices and wishes 

of young people was a useful and appropriate measure to revitalise a sector that has 

suffered in the extreme from the austerity programme in recent years and was looking for 

some good news.  Many of our members directly supported young people to be involved in 

the extensive DCMS consultation workshops earlier this year – losing the policy this was 

building towards means we may have abused the trust that these people put in us and you 

that their views will be heard and acted upon.  Another “listening exercise” is likely to result 

in consultation fatigue and subsequent disaffection. 

We had, in particular, hoped that a youth policy may have included steps towards a 

dedicated Youth Minister, as has been called for by multiple and varied partners (including 

the National Youth Agency, Scouting Association, Unite the Union) and young people 

themselves through the British Youth Council.  Alongside this, other calls for youth work to 

be moved back to the Department for Education and for National Citizen Service spending 

to be partially re-appropriated towards year-round, open-access provision would certainly 

have constituted a listening (and hearing) exercise.  These measures would have been 

positive steps towards countering the effects outlined by figures published by the House of 

Commons library showing the amount councils plan to spend on youth services has dropped 

by more than a half (53.6 per cent) over the past seven years.  

These figures set against the increasing reduction of youth workers and a shrinking 

charitable/voluntary sector of youth support services means that the abandoning of the 

youth policy could not have come at a more challenging time. 

We look forward to working with you to ensure that youth work, and by association young 

people, are being given serious consideration and afforded appropriate action by 

Government. 



On behalf of the Institute for Youth Work Council, our membership and the young people 

we collectively work with, yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Adam Muirhead 

Chair, Institute for Youth Work 

 

adam@iyw.org.uk 

Institute for Youth Work, Kemp House, 152-160 City Road,  

London, EC1V 2NX 
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